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Obf. HA T Paper, Sir, is that you 
have in your Hand? What 
are the Contents of it? 


Country-m. This is a very good Paper, Ill 
affure you, Sir. "Tis Her Majefties Declaration 
againft Buying and ‘Selling of Offices, a thing 
Complain’d of in all Reigns, and Redrefs’d in 
mone: But Her Majefty herein hath been Gra- 
cioufly pleafed to Declare Her Royal Pleafure, 
That no Officer or Servant whatfoever, that és 
or {ball be of Her Family or Houfebold, do pre- 
fume to Sell or Buy, or fuffer to be Sold or Bought, 
any Office or Place therein, under pain of in- 
curring Her Majefties Difpleafure, and being 
Removed from Her Service. And further, what 
is equally as Good and Gracious, Her Majefty 
Declares, That Vertue and true Merit only, fhall 
Recommend Perfons to Her Royal Approbation, 

Obf. This is‘a Gracious and Religious Decla- 
ration indeed ; Vice and Effeminacy have. hither- 
to had the Afcendant in our Courts; But now, 
from the Word of otr Queen, (which we moft 
efteem to be Sacred) Vertue and trae Merit will 
become Fafhionable at Court. Great pity it 
is that Men of Probity and Vertue, and fuch as 
have done the trust Service to their Country, 
have fo long been neglected, without any Re- 

ce for their Sufferings and Loffes, who are 
the only Perfons of true Merit, that we have in 
this Kingdom; for they are fuch as have ftood 
by our Dear Country in Times of the greateft 
Danger, and have ventur'd Life and Limb in her 
Defence, and in the Prefervation of our Ably Re- 
ligion, Invaded by Papijts and Tories. Who have 
a jufter Right to Offices under Her Majefty, chan 
thofe who were Inftrumental in the Revolution, 
and who made the Prince of Orange King of 
England, and by that A@ made our prefent So- 
veraign Lady, Queen? And Pray, who fo fit to 
fupport Her Majefty on the Throne, as thofe who 
brougbt Her to it ? The Tories and Facobites were, 
and are Hengegct Enemies ; they are fo out of 
Principle, they can no morte change, than 
they can change their Natures. And God for- 
bid that any one of them fhould have the Favour 
of Her Majefty : For a Tory in Her Court would 
look juft like Father Peters in the Court of Her 
Father, who with the Affiftance of his Tory Eng- 
lifh Friends, made that unhappy Prince Abdicate 
his Dominions in lefs than four Years time, 

I, was indeed forry to fee lately at Conrt, 
Murdering Furymen, and Invetetate Tories, fuch 
as had brought our Nation to the brink of Ruin, 
and had brought hafty Deftruction on the Head 
of our Queens Father. I fay | was forry to fee 
them plying at Court for Places, but much Re- 


joye’d am I now at this Refolution of ovr Gra-' 


Cious Queen, that She’ll Employ none but Men 
of Vertue and true Merit, by whichalithefe Men 
are Excluded ; for if Cut-Throat-Tories, Murde- 
ring Furymen & Jacobites are admitted into Offi- 
Ces, the Devil himfelf may put in for a Vacancy. 
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Country-m, In my Opinion, Sir, thefe Men, if 
they were all in Offices, they could not Hurt us; 
we know the way to Deliver our felves from 
whatever Mifchiefs they defign againft us; as 
long as we have good Parliaments, we need not 
care a Ruth for bad Courtiers; and therefore, 
Pray, Sir, proceed in your Account of the Power 
of our Parliaments, for by what you have faid 
already, | find their Power to defend onr Rights 
Is fo great, that while we chufe good Men,who 
will affert their own Power, no defigning En- 
flaving Courtiers can burt us. 

Obf. This isa fpecial Prerogative of an Englif 
Parliament, to take Notice of the Exorbitances 
of Favourites & ill Minifters of State. ’Tistheit 
Bafinefs to Punifh fuch Mighty Delinquents, as 
feem beyond the reach of common Fuftice ; whofe 


| Oppreffions, however Countenanced, are Punifh’d 


by the Invincible Arm of Parliament. Their 
Refolves are like the Thunderbolts of Supiter, 
which fhatters the mightieft Oaks into Splin- 
ters; where-ever their Lightning has darted it 
felf, all things have withered before it. We 
have plentiful Inftances hereof in Hiftory. 

In Edward \\’s, Time the Fury of the Parlia- 
ment fei) on Pierce Gavefton, a French Favourite, 
who had abominably walted the Publick Trea- 
fure, and had got immerited Honours Conferr’d 
upon him,to the Difgrace of the Engli/h Nobi- 
licy 3 and cho’ often complain’d againft to the 
King by the Parliament, yet that Way-ward 
Prince was fo bewitch’d to him, chat after Ba- 


nifhments arid immprifonments, he was again and 


again reftored to Royal Favour, cill at length 


the Lords feized him at Scarborough Caftle,where 


he was Beheaded; too Merciful a Death for fo 
Ignominious a Spend-thrift. 

Sir Robert Trefitian, Lord chief Jaftice of Enge 
land in Richard the 2d’s time, as alfo Blake, oné 
of the Kings Council, and Uske the Under- 
Sheriff of AMiddlefex, who Pack’d a Jury to 
Convié feveral Innocent Lords (4 Prattice us’d 
in Middlefex fince that Time, in our Memory) 
were Beheaded or Banifh’d : And the Arch- 
Bifhop of York, the Duke of Ireland, and the Earl 
of Suffolk, three others of the Kings Evil Couns 
cellors, being Confcious of their Crimes, were 
forc’d to Abdicate; and Died Vagabonds in 
Foreign Countries. Much more of this will a 
pear,if you Read Sir Robert Howards Aceouns of 
the Reigns of Edward and Richard the 2d. 

In che Reign of King Sames I. The Parlias 
ment exercis’d their Power on Sir Giles Afom- 
peflom, for exaCting Money by Vertue of Let- 


ters Patents, a8 alfo Sit Francis Bacon, Vifcount . 


St. Albans, then Lord Chancellor of England, 
for Bribery, who for that Fact was Committed 
a Prifoner to the Tower of London, And were 
we ftrictly.to Examine our Hiftories, 1 believe 
there was not one Reign but affords us Inftances 
of this Nature. 7 
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In King Charles I's Reign, moft of thofe Jad- 


es who gave their Opinion contrary to the, 


nown Laws of this Realm, in the cafe for the 
Exacting Ship- Money, were Queftioned for the 
fame, & were forced to abdicate. in the 9th Car. 
od. the Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chancellor of 
England,co avoid the refentment of Parliament, 
retired beyond theSeas,notwichftanding which, 
he was by a fpecial AG Banifbed and Difabled. | 
could give many more Inftances of the Power of 
Parliaments, exerted on Evil Minifters,but fhall 
pin the Basket with the laft,viz.the late Revo- 
lution ; after which,it would be next a Miracle 
if any Crown’d-head in England fhoald be mii- 
led by the Advice of Evil Minifters. 

Country-m. This Relation is quite contrary 
to what I have heard fome People aflert, That 
the Parliament has a Power only over their 
own Members, 

Obf. 1 could give you a thonfand Inftances 
to the contrary, and could fully prove, that it 
has been the Cuftom and Ufage of Parliaments 
to Confice Perfons, which were not their own 
Menibérs, for divers Crimes and Mifmanage- 
ments. As in 20 and 21 Jacobi primi, Dr. Harris 
Minifter of Bhcbingly in Surry, was ceniur’d 
for mithehaving himfelf in a Sermon, and in 
Elections of Members of Parliament. The May’r 
of Arundel for packing a number of Electors,and 
Angryonder-Sheriti of Cambridgftire,for refuting 
th:Poll. A large and diftal Initaace hereof, hap- 
pened in the Yeer 1628, on. Dr. Manwaring tor 
Preaching and Publifhiag Offenfive Sermons, 
which Account you have at large in Fuder’s 
Chorch Hiftory ; and farther to Demonftrate 
the Power of Parlia:nesits, 1 fhall give you the 
Sentence agsinit the faid Dr. AZanwaring, as it is 
Recorded in their Journals. 


1. To be be Imprifon’d during the Pleafure 
of the Houfe. 

2. To be Fined 1000 Pound. 

3. To make his Submiffion at the Bar in this 
Houfe, and in the Houfe of Commons at the 
Bar, there in verbis conceptis, i. e. by a fet Form 
of Words, framed by a Committee of the faid 
Houfe. ) . 
4 To be fafpended from his Miniftetial 
Fonétion for three Years, and in the mean time 
a fafficient Preaching Man to be provided out 
of the Profits of his Living; and this to be left 
to be performed by the Ecclefiaftical Court, 

5. To be difabled ever- hereafter from Prea- 
ching at Court. This { am fure would be a 


} good Sentence now, on fuch as in the late Reign 


reach’d up Enflaving Doétrinés, to the Ruin 

of che King, and almoft ot the whole Nation , 
as would be the nexe. 
6, To be for-ever diffabled of having any 
Ecclefiaftical Dignity in the Church of England, 

7. Tobe incapable of any fecular Office or 
Preferment.. 

8. That his Books are worthy to be Burnt; 
and that his Majelty be moved that it be done 
in London and both the Univerfities. 


And all this was done accordingly. Now Sir 
fipon what | have faid, what is your opinion of 
the Power of an Englifh Parliament ? 

Country -m. But Pray Sir, by what Laws and 
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Rules do Parliaments A&t? Have they any fa. 
_ ted metbods in their Proceedings ? 

» Obf. You mouft know, Sir, the Legiflative 
 Powét & ty’d tono Rules in their proceedings, 
they bind others to Stated Forms, but they can- 
not be.bound themfelves. The Caftom and'v- 
fage of Parliament, is the Law of Parliament ; 
they go by Precedents, and when they can find 
no Precedents, then they make them. My Lord 
chief Juftice Cook fays, Inft. 4. Fol, 15. That 
the High-Court of Parliament, Suis proprijs Le- 
gibus © Conjuetudinibus fubfiftit. That it fub- 
fifts by its own peculiar Laws and Cuftoms. Tie 
King cannot take Notice cf any thing done ina 
the Honfe of Commons, but by the Report cf 
that Houfe; every Member of Parliament has 
a Judicial place, and can be no Wiinefs: And 
this is the Reafon that Judges ought nor to give 
any Opinion of a matter of Parliament, becaufe 
it is not to be decided by the common Laws, 
but fecundem Legem, ©’ Confuetudinem Parlia- 
menti; according to the Laws and Cuftoms of 
Parliament. it was a noted Apothegm of Sir 
William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, and High Treafa- 
rer of England, That be knew not what an AG of 
Parliament might not do: For their Power is Pre- 
fcribed by no Law, becaufe it is Antecedent to 
all Law, ab mundi Origine, from the very In- 
fancy of Time was the Power lodged in the 
People, who were Born Free, and fubjected to 
no Laws, but thofe of Nature, and fuch as they 
themfelves fhould agree upon, as moft Rational 
for the better Government of Humane Socie- 
ties ; and all this Power is Vefted in an Eng- 
i{h Parliament, by the Native Power of their 
Electors. 

Country-m. But, fuppofe, Sir, The Electors 
fhould be Bribed to Chufe Men fhat are before 
Brib'd, either by Places or Penjions, or are fach 
whofe Intereft obliges them to Vote againft thei 
Country, and thefe Men fhould gsve away the Lj- 
berty of tbe People, and fhould Enflave the Nation, 
where is the Remedy ? I agree that the Power 
of Parliament is the higheft Power in England, 
and altogether Uncontroulable 5 but if our very 
Conftitution be Corrupted ; what becomes of our 
Liberty and Property? You fay we muft fubmit 
to what they do. 

Obf. Yes, to what they do for the Good of the 
Commonwealth ; for which end and purpofe 
they are fent to Parliament: We do not fend 
them to Parliament to Deftroy, but to Secure our 
Liberties ; which when they ceafe to do, they 
are no longer a Parliament, but Betrayers of our 
Liberty, and of the Trujt repof€d in them by 
their Ele€tors. This is like taking up of Arms 
by His Adajefties Authority againit His Majefties 
Perfon. . We fend our Reprefentatives to Parli- 
ament,as the Guardians of our Liberties. They are 
the Shepberds that are Employ’d to Guard the 
Flock, and if they fuffer them to be Worried 
by the Wolves, and to be Devonred by the Beafts 
of Prey, then are they Enemies to the Flock, and 
in a Combination againft them. But ’tis your 
own Faults in Electing fuch Members, and your 
Ruine .in this cafe is your own AG and Deed, be- 
canfe it was in your Power to prevent it ; there- 
fore your chief Concern isin the EleGion. of 





your Members, in which 1 fhall give you fome 


Dire&ions at our next Meeting. 
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